Patients with unresponsive wakefulness syndrome respond to the pain cries of other people
Using fMRI in 44 patients with unresponsive wakefulness syndrome, the authors found that the pain matrix of the brain was activated by cries of pain in others, suggesting that the patients identified themselves with those who experienced pain. Affective consciousness may remain in patients with severe brain damage who have no capacity for cognition. Incidence of stroke in people with Alzheimer disease: A national register-based approach Alzheimer disease (AD) was related to higher risk of incident hemorrhagic strokes, with no difference in ischemic strokes. Diagnosis of AD was based on prescription reimbursement register and diagnosis of stroke on hospital discharge in 50,808 individuals with 2,947 incident strokes. The findings suggest the importance of cerebrovascular events in AD.
See p. 353
Differential effect of APOE genotype on amyloid load and glucose metabolism in AD dementia Twenty-two APOE e4 negative, 40 heterozygous, and 22 homozygous Alzheimer dementia patients underwent dynamic (90 minutes) [ 11 C]Pittsburgh compound B and static [ 18 F] fluorodeoxyglucose PET scans. APOE genotype had a differential effect on the distribution of amyloid plaques and glucose metabolism, which may have important implications for emerging therapies that aim to directly intervene in the disease process. Functional impairment in progressive supranuclear palsy Whereas motor, cognitive, and psychiatric symptoms of progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP) are well-known, the functional disability observed in these patients is less clear. In 202 individuals with PSP, 100% had at least some functional impairment. Providers seeing these patients need to consider the effect of the disease on daily functioning. See p. 380 Levetiracetam in pregnancy: Results from the UK and Ireland epilepsy and pregnancy registers
